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China's New Hailroads,

I next nsked his excellency something
" P the new rallroads of China. He is
by '. r 1 hest-posted man on the stibject
cutside the eelestial empire. He was con-
;--‘ ¢ sith 1 raflroads of north China
e e I . He has traveled all
ox ’ 'i..' knows all about the
pois “

i H e is no 'i.-'_i where rallroads will
I ; “r than In China, We have g vast
population We have oftles of Enormous
siz 1 ted only u few miles fapart ane
vitlages 1 We are a great hust-
ness e ir local trade is enor-
n = most of our manufiac-
tur g Itural products are car-
,.;, i from ce to pluce on the water, on
the b f men or In carts. In the fu-
ture tl ater part of them will go Ly
rafl Inese  will appreciate the
economy of rajlroad transportation and the
Fosds will be well patronized.*

How do the roads now in operation
1 asked,

* them sare paying enormous

replled the Chinese minister.

ro: frvm Tien Tsin to Shan
This was the first railroad of

th Im China. 1 was one of the
We not get the fmperlal
o it st and we had to oper-
Chang was at the

#nid we bullt the line

our way, untll we

Kalping eoal mines

pushed the road
the sea at Shan
il now has an enor-
vays, 1 venture, some-
We have factories

where we make our own cars
'motives. We have Chinese en-
brakesmen and conductors, and

ork in :!n;lmu-'hin-- shops is done by
se. I can't describe the trouble we
4 in zetting the people to allow us to

1 the road. Even after we had the im-
1 a‘.:-..-t'lur-_ weé were h back by publle
The labor organization: were

pin
aga
tlously.
strong In China. The general klea is 1}

1t us and we had to move Very cau-
You see the labor untons are very

1at
the country is an absolute monarchy., The
truth is that it Is as democratic almost as

the United BStates., and the words ‘Vox
popull, vox Del’ have almost as much
weight.”

The Railroad to 'eking.

“There Is now a railroad from Tien Tsin

to Peking, is there not, I asked,

“Yes,” replied the Chinese minister. I ce-

as to itz business T should judge that it
must have an enormous traffie,”
China's Great Trunk Line.
“Put how akout Chang Chi Tung's road?"
“You mean the one from Hankow to
Peking,” sald the minlster. “Well, that is
being built from both ends. Hankow, you
know, is 700 miles in from the coast. It Is
reached by the Yang Tse Kiang, which is
so large a river that the blzgest ocean
steams=hips can go inland to Hankow. At
Haukow there are three clties eclose to-
gether which have an aggregate povpula-
tion of about three millions, and the coun-
try all about i1s thickly settled. The dis-
tance from Hankow to Peking is in the
neighborhooad of W miles. The country
swarms with peoples, and the road connect-
ing the two must be very profitable. At
Hankow there are extensive railroad shops.
There are rolling mills, foundries and ma-
chine shops  which have altogether cost
millinns of dollars. The shops cover, 1
=hould say, at least twenty-five acres, and
in them muech of the material for the rail-
road Iz being made. The work is some-
what under the direetion of Chang Chi
Tung, although more directly under Sheng.
It is a great undertaking, and will be push-
ed forward to completion.™

“How about the concession which was
granted to the late Calvin S. Brice 1o
build a railroad in China?*

“The work i= going on," replied the min-
ister. “I got the concession with the em-
peror’'s  sanction, the company ex-

pects to earry out the building of the road
just as soon as it can. The =urveyors are
at work, 1 think, and arrangements are
heing made for pushing the enterprise, It
has been retarded considerably by the
death of Senatar Brice.”

“Just where will this road go, your ex-
cellency 2

“It will extend from Hankow to Canton,
conneeting these two centers and passing
through one of the most thickly populated
parts of China. Canton has 2,000,060 or
more people, and there are citles all along
the line of the road."

Chinese Cheap Labor Not Dangerous.

I here referred to the enormous popula-
tion of China and the sklll of the Chinese
in manufacturing and their use of modern
machinery, and asked his excelleney wheth-
er he did not think the day would come

when the factories of China would food
the markets with all kinds of goods and
materially Injure the laboring classes of
the of the world, He replied:

1

We Chinese are hard work-
ers ¥ makers, but we are also
.. Th

mao €S, he reason why we live
=i i y—I1 reéfer to the lower elasses—
is because we have to do so. If we ever
hecome the great manufacturing natlon

that you predict, and 1 think we will, it will
he to manufacture goods for ourselves,
make mores money our wants will

We wlil spend more, wages will
and you will tind that your big mar-
ket is on the other side of the world and
not here,

“You must remember also,"
econtinued, *“that we ha

the minister
an  enormous

population. We are numbered by the hun-
dreds of  milllo and big bodies move
slowly. The Chinese are especially con-
servalive. They do not change quickly,
amnd It will be a long time before such a
eomtition az you anticipate comes*

“Hut has not China changed since its war
with Japan?"'

“¥Yes. somewhat,” was the reply. "You
can see it when you go back to it
The peopls are beginning to reallze the
enormous market and thelr possibilities
witshile their own eountry. They are chang-
ing more at the seaports. The government
appreciates the situation better than it has
ever done and 1 look for more rapld
nges In the future.”

A Word About the Emperor.

“How about the emperar. Dies he realize
the extent of the world ontside of China?"

“Yes,” replied the Chinese minister. “He
Is weu pusted upon forelgn affalrs and
Enows a great deal about this country and
FEurope. I have met him a number of times
and he always asks many questlons as to
foreign affairs. He is very Intelligent, but
has never been strong and 18 rather deli-
cate than otherwise,"

“What is ILi Hung -Chang doing?

“Li Hung Chang is living in Peking." sald
the minister. “He has the office of grand
secretarlat, and as such he holds a very
high place in the government. He I3 very
close to the empress dowager, and s often
consulted as to forelgn affairs by the em-
peror and hls cabinet. 1.4 Hung Chang iz a
man of wonderful ability, and he will al-
wiays be one of much Influence.”

China and Japan Will Not Combine.

“What are China's relatlons with Japan
at present?”

“They are very friendly,” replied the min-
ister.

“Itut f= there any possibllity of a union
hetween the Japanese and Chinese? Japan
has 40,000,000 peaple and China has about
a0, If vou could comblne, organize
and arm these 540,000,000 you might be a
serlous menace to the rest of the world.”

*“l have heard that possibility mentloned
before,” replied the minister. “It is hardly
a possibillty when you know the Chinese.
Our people are not naturally a conquering
nation. We are not greedy for territory
and we have no nmbltion to enter into wars
of conquest. We are naturally peaceful
and I believe that our progress is to be
alung the lines of peace. I belleve the day
wil come When we will be a power among
the natlons, but it will be as an Industrial,
social and finunclal power, not as a military
one. I don’t mean that we will not be able
to defend ourselves, for T think that we
can hold our own against the world. What
I do mean is that such wars as we have
will be defensive rather than offensive.”

FRANK G. CARPENTER.
R il

Maude—"They say there 1s no longer any
man in the moon.”

Edith—"H'm! They have made a sum-
mer :'-s--rt of it, I suppose."”—Boston Tran-
BCTIDL.

A Study in Mustaches.
Fram Filegende Blaetter.

built on a Grecian model. I have felt the
stays of my moral being yield to the spirit
of Sappho incarnate in this dress reform,
until, by a desperate effort of conscience,
I didn't escape back into conventional at-
tire any too soon, 1 can tell you.
Bloomers and Skirt.

Then the lady professor, with her charts
and her gymnasium, entrapped my under-
standing and led my feet astray. With
chalk marks on a blackboard she demon-
strated that because of the clothes my
mother and grandmother had worn and be
queathed to me my anatomy and Intarnal
organs were all gone wrong. She pre-
scribed Indlan clubs, basket ball, bicycles—
bloomers.

I'll tell you this about bloomers and the
short =kirt that outside the ring—I mean
outside the gymnasium—goes with them.

No woman ever traveled the straight and
narrow palh in bloomers and a short skirt
above her boot tops. 1 know; I have tried
them.

In the name of hyglene, In a spirit of
pure devotlon to the physical uplifting ot
my downtrodden, unhappy sex, I hava set
forth upon tha street in bieyele attlre, and
if T did not give way to an uncontrollable
ifmpulse to kick up my heels It was because
fear of the police and a realizing sense of
the danger that encompassed me caused
me to turn back, go home and changs my
clothes before it was everlastinzly too Iata.
The riotous, risky, frisky spirit of opera
bouffe is the inspiration of abridzed petti-
coats and abbreviated skirts fur women:
nor can any logle of hygiene and equal
rights make a dress reform built on this
plan anyvthing but a private sortow and
public wrong, Much as T have =uffered
experlencing how susceptible my sternly
disciplined nature is to the wickedness of
clothes that are few and short warn by my-
self, similar clothes worn by other women
give me no less paln.

1 don't know of anything better ecalcu-
lated to Ingraln pessimism and the bitter-
ness of great disappointment than to see
a merry figure tripping along the streat,
her twinkling anklesand bewildering curves
as fond a joy to the eye as her jaunty car-
riage and brisk motlon; then have this
same marvel of natty naughtiness suddenly
turn on you a forty-year-old, tired face, as
a blg boy that has whisked into sight calls
“Mamma'' or, perchance, “Grandma.”

While things llke this continue to make
a work of noble aspirations, I can't fancy
what use it is to draw any lines at anything
on the stage or bill boards.

In Manly Attire.

I have never gone the whole length of
the reform of which Dr. Mary Walker is
master and example. 8tlll, as my innocent
1ittle ehildren have fallen and badly hurt
themselves trying to get around the ugll-
nesg of my great, bulldog boots; as my
eleepy baby has sought In vain for a com-
fartable epot to rest on my stiff, starched,
man-made shirt waist; as I have been un-
abla to stoop to his cuddling, balked by the
height and the starch of my collar, It has
appeared to me that If my “comman sense’”
dress did include a =ilk hat and trousers, it
wouldn't take me much further from the
appointed sphere of woman than conven-
tinnal elothes at the end of the nineteenth
century have carried me,

A Lady Reformer.

Lady reformers who get thelr higher alma
mixed up with thelr wardrobes are the
most hopeless lot of all. Thelr pretenslons
ralsa such great expectations that their
practices are correspondingly discouraging.
Thera {8 one I know whosa spiritual devel-
opment has caused her to grasp the eternal
truth that the real dress question s how
to ba rid of clothes, but her application of
thls to dally experlence is golng to get her
arrested some day.

I met thls woman one day shopping with-
out a bonnet, wearing a walst of one kind
and a skirt of another. I ventured to re-
mind her of her bonnet, and sha told me
she frequently forgets it, her mind is so ab-
sorbed in higher things, and that if the day
evar arrlves when she can forget all ahout
all her clothes she wlill feel that her soul s
truly emancipated.

I suggested that while she might fesl this
way about it, I didn’'t believe ths world
generally would, unless she establishes her-
self at Coney Island.

The Spiritunl-Minded Reformer,

This spliritual-minded dress reformer I3
an exception. As a rule, women who con-
sider the dress problem on a spiritual basis
have to glve so much thought and time
to their attire that thelr souls are eternally
lost In a shuffie of shopping and dress-

making. This is one of tha reforms I have
triedd on myself, so I know perfectly well
what I'm talking about.

1 concelved the idea once that a mystlcal
something In color makes a combination of
gray and white the only hues in which it
is proper or possible for a woman to work
out her eternal salvation. I might refrain
from certaln sins and attain a limited meas-
ure of spiritual excellence, wearing red and
green and yellow clothes, but to be very,
very good, to be a downright lovely saint,
I must have a particular shade of gray
gown, with a white crepe de liese fichu.
While I was nobly struggling for the right
shade of gray I met a lady philosopher
from Boston, who was the perfect attaln-
ment of my ambitlon. Her gown was just
the gray, her flchu precisely the childlike
effect of pure thought and exalted virtue,
which I had sought in valn. I heard her
lecture, and the words that fell from her
lips were exactly what you would logleally
expect from that dress and that fichu. I
went to spend a week with her. 1 wanted
to sit at the feet of her wisdom, and incl-
dentally get a sample of her dress and her
fichu.

Alas, I found the truth was not In her. It
was In books in her lib from which she
freely cribbed for her platform perform-
ances, and her whole life went In watching
colors. Gloves, bonnets, vells, wraps, pet-
ticoats, all had to reproduce the spiritual
hue of her gown, and there never was a
moment that her dress was off her mind,
and it was commonly very unpleasantly on
her nervea. She had to spend so much en-
ergy In looking llke a salnt that she had
none left for being one.

This moved me to despalr of ever recon-
ciling the problem of dress with the neces-
sitles of tmmortal virtue. 1 made up my
mind that it was part of the woe of woman
to have her clothes such a curse that what
there 1s of her after she Is well dressed is
fit only for a show window. Poorly gowned
we're vags. At best we're rubblsh, pretty
sometimea, but rubblsh still, for the cost of
clothes to a woman Is incessant care, con-
suming her higher poasibilities as to lesser
extent it consumes her husband's bank ac-
count,

This isn't the worst about clothes., They
are all unnatural and a burden, but our
finest clothes are sinners. Our handsomest
attire, the styles of which we get from
Paris, is the invention of women whose ex-
istence we're much too respectable to admit
should we meet them on the street.

M Seen in Soclety,
At distinguished social functions Mephils-
topheles often invites me one side, and to-

often recurred to me, and I have finally

got an answer.

“Have you a dress problem?' I asked a
Sister of Charity.

She scarcely understood me at first, and
then she told me how absolutely and en-
tirely women who quit the world for re-
ligion leave the worry of dress behind.

“Our habit,”" said the sister, “was de-
signed for us three hundred years ago. It
Is the dress of the peasant woman of
France at the time our order was founded.
Our misslon being among the pioor, we
wern given the dress of the poor, that we
might work among them without any ap-
parent distinction. Every detail of our
dress, including every article worn, and
even such minute matters as the heels of
our shoes and the width of the hems on
our garments, s prescribed by the rules
of our order, laid down three hundred vears
ago. You see, we are very far removed
from the care of changing styles. Our
style has not changed for centuries. When
we join the order we are given a habit,
and we wear It as long as It lasts, It cosis
about $28 new, and this one I have on 1
have worn twelve years. T have known a
sister to wear one fifteen years. The wear,
of course, depends on the character of work
reqquired of the sister. Our sole concern
about our dress i3 cleanliness and orderli-
ness, but, the habit being worn by us as
an expression of our will to serve God, even
this thought pertains not to the appearance
of our dress, but to our love of God. A
faithful religicuse strives for perfection,
and that her linen i3 always immaculate,
her gown in perfect order, 18 to be expected
because of her aim In living."

Dress Not a Burden.,

“But do you find-your dress in no way
a burden?" I asked. ‘Is not that great
stiff linen headdress uncdmfortable and the
gown {tself too heavy Intsummer?”

“You forget the differfnce in purpose of
the dress of a nun and of a woman in
the world. It ls not to please ourselves or
any one but God, and if we suffer any in-
convenience we are happy to suffer in the
service of Him. Bul indeed, our habit is
perfectly easy. The dress, you see, allows
such freedonm of movement that it might
be used In & gymnasium, and the llnen cor-
onet wa wear is, I dire say, no more awk-
wird on the head than the average woman
finda her fashionable hat or bonnet. Then
the very name by which we designate our
dress—our hablt—implies much. You know
how truly a habit becomes a second na-
ture to cne, and so is the dress of a nun.”

This was such a complete realization of
my dream of a solution of the dress prob-
lem that I grew envious, and I begged the
Sister of Charity to tell me If she could see
any hope for & Wonman of the world getting
rid of the curse in her clothes unless she
“got her to a nunnery."

A Woman's Duty.

The slster gave me little encouragement.
She even set it forth as a matter of con-
sclence that a woman In the world should
keep up with the fashions of the day, so as
not to be a mortification to her friends and
famlly, but she suggested that the burden
of all this might be diminlehed by the spirit
in which it is done, it being a torment to
the soul to follow the fashion for fashion's
sake, while the same act performed In
obedience to the requirements of one’s office
In life might make personal adornment a
means of spirftual development.

This was a new ldea to me, and the force
of it appealed to my downeast, dress-ridden
sonl. I had just evme from my tallor's,
where for two weary hours I had stood up
while one man and two young women
pecked at me, pulled at me, wheeled me
around, stuck pins into me—treated me al-
together like a dry goods store dummy—and
verily the sister spoke well and wisely.
My body was still aching from the strain
I had been under. Moreover, a new hat I
was wearing, welghteddownwith the whole
feathered carcass of a bird, had given me a
splitting headache, and 1 could readlly per-
celve that treating the matter of dressing
In smart fashion the way your lawful hus-
band llkes to see you and ordalns you shall
appear—doing this as a matter of penance
makes halr shirts, pebbles in your boots,
fasting, scourging and all such penitential
practices seem silly by comparison with the
degree of martyrdom possible to be got out
of a woman's up-to-date apparel.

A Community of Dress.

A nun of the Visitation disclosed to me
that by the rules of her order she Is even
farther removed from the viclssitudes of
the dress problem than the Sisters of Char-
ity. The latter have individual ownership
of their hablt, and each keeps her own
dress In order. The nuns of the Visitation,
however, have unqualified community of
dress. All the wearing apparel of all the
nuns {s In charge of one called the ward-
robian. who apportions and repalrs the at-
tire of each nun, who has not so much as
the responsibility of owning the dress upon
her back. This Is taken from her, renewed,
replaced at the discretlon of the ward-
robian, so that Eve before the fall knew
scarcely less about the bother of clothes,
than by the providence of thelr plety do
th'ese religious women,

The habit of the nuns of the Visitation
was designed by St. Francis de Sales, the
foundress of the order. It consists of a
black dress and veil, with the usual white
linen about the face, The dress is made in
one plece, and, but for the welght of it in
summer, is 80 easy ag to mean not only re-
lef from care, but from every physical dis-

comfort imposed by the styles of worldly
apparel.

A Woman’s Adviee.

It always braces up the shrinking self-
esteem of my frail sex to find that a real
woman's thought now and then gets incor-
porated In distinguished institutions of
virtue. All the angels of heaven, you
know, are spoken of as “he,” and it seems
to be a generally indispensable condition
of the existence nf great spiritual worth
that no trace of the 'woman shall be known
in it. I was accordingly pleased to hear
that the perfect solution of the dress prob-
lem, attained by the nuns of the Visitation,
might have been everlastingly made diffi-
cult had not & woman bmproved upon the
idea of the great saint who founded the
order. It was 8t. Francig' notion to have
the habit of the nun’'s purple, but a plous
woman practiced |n the tribulationa of her
Eex Informed the saint that this would
never do. “If you have purple,’ said she,
“there will always be so much trouble in
getting the right shade, in matching one
plece with another, and in having the color
constantly fading, that the nuns will have
always to be thinking about their dress
and will have little time for contemplation
and good works. The dress must be black,”
she sald, and, behold, black it was and is—
perpetual evidence that even a great saint
may perfect his great works by Mlstening
to the volce of a mere woman.

The Sisters of Notre Dame.
Fancy this, you dames of fashion who
doom your souls forever coveling a new
gown. A school sister of Notre Dame,

when I asked her how often she gets a new
dress, laughed heartily and gayly answered

Gowns of Sisters of Merey.

The Sisters of Mercy owe the origin of
thelr order to the asplration of a woman of
aristoeracy and fashion, whose inborn na-
ture has expression in the elaborate re-
ligious habit she designed. This habit s
wonderfully graceful and impressive. The

black veil is much longer than commonly
worn by nuns. There is a profusion of
white linen about the face, and the dress
in princess form has a long sweeping
train. A rule of dress removes the burden
of this elaborate attire from the mind of
the wearer, as In the instance of all women
in religlon. But my worldly woman's
point of view inclined me to believe that
It was simply impossible for even a woman
in religion to adjust this intricate dress
of a Sister of Mercy without the assistance
of A mirror. I asked if this was not so.

The sisier was as greatly amused as had
been the member of a different order whom
I had questioned about looking glasses.
She gave the same reason as did the other—
thut the exactness and invariable style of
her dresa rendered a mirror entirely super-
fluous, and she told me that in the mother
house from which she came, she recalled
that a physician attending a sick sister,
called for a mirror one dAay, and the old
#ister walting upon hkim hastened to bring
him the Cathollc Mirror—the only mirror
existing In her recollection of things by
that name.

There Is a singular feature of the dress
of religlong that s common to all the
widely-different fashions of different orders,
any one of which comprises so many wide-
Iy different types and styles of women.

The dress of a nun is always becoming.
It even seems to define a certain beauty in
the most lrregular, plainest face.

Oh! that religion would Inspire a dress
reform easy and becoming for poor, wor-
ried worldlings like

PATULINE PRY.
-_—
As to Military Uniforms.
From the Chlcago Times-Herald.

Two or three women were discussing
parades In general the other day, with
naturally the latest parade fresh {n thelr
minde. They remarked also that the Amer-
fcan uniform had now become so strictly
utilitarian that It was no longer decorative.

Sober blue clothes, dull brown felt hats
and leggins did not show up well on a
parade. Then sald one of the men present:
“Yet to my mind our uniform is the most
businesslike of any. It expresses the Amer-
fcan spirit, plain and practical. We are
not given to glorifying war with coats of
many colors, puumed helmets, laced and
braided jackets, sabretaches and similar
gimerackery., All our fighting men are
dreszed alike in the most sulftable garb for
the work they have to do. The matter of
making them effective on parade Is a child-
i=h consideration.”

That sounded sensible and the women
heartily agreed with him. Then the other
man of the party, and he was an old sol-
dier, observed: “I am not so sure that the
piain uniforms are a good thing. Love for
finery is Inherent in the human breast and
the service might well offer that poor in-
ducement, Nor am I so sure that it is a
good thing to uniform all reglments alike.
I can remember the closa of the French and
Italian war with Austria. Never had the
French troops shown more dash and un-
hesitating courage, both In attack and de-
fense, than in that short, brilliant cam-
paign. On thelr return they were received
with the utmost enthusiasm and we will all
admit that, regarded merely as a spectacle,
the striking uniforms and regimental flags
wera fine. Shortly afterward a move was
made abolishing some of the most distinet-
Ive uniforms. They were all to look alike,
principally on the ground of making it sim-
pler to provide military clothing in large
quantities. Old General Fleury opposed It
He said the move would destroy the esprit
de corps. He paid: I greatly fear that
such fine troops will never be seen In
France again." And they never were. I
am Inclined to think that fine feathers
make fine birds in more senses than one.
At any rate, when a reglment becomes his-
toric and certain deeds of arms are asso-
ciated with a certain uniform, it might be
a good thing to keep it. We all know of
the outcry made when some years ago it
was suggested that the British army should
no longer wear its famous red coats. In a
smaller way the highland regiments ob-
jected to glving up the kilt. Ewven here in
America, West Point still clings to Its cadet
gray, and the Tth Regiment of New York
buys its own uniform rather than wear a
different one provided by the state.”

And then the women present agreed with
the last speaker.

A Chicago View.

From Puck.
Little Cynthia Porkchops—"Mamma, what
does ‘provinclal’ mean?”

Mrs. Porkchops—"It means—well, T can’t
define It—but St. Louls is provinecial, and so
is New York."

A Difference in Terms.
From Puck,
““There was a time when he talked of his

art, but now he calls it his trade.”

“Yes; he has begun to make a living at
I“"

Old Morgan—"If you knew how hard it
is to get money together, you would not
be 30 eager to squander it.”

Young Morgan—"“If you knew what fun
there is in spending money, you wouldn't
give your life to saving it.”—Boston Tran-
seript.

His Little Joke,
From Harper's Weekly.

Farmer Sharp—"Ef that city feller what
was bemoanin’ the lmu‘l of the pict

old-fashioned the N
landscape could around here now,
reckon he'd eee milk made without
much change from thutty years ago.”
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FALSE ANTIQUES,

How Bogus Curlos Are Monufactared
and Sold.
Fram the St. Louls Globe-Diommoriat.
The making of false
come a regular business,

antiqgues has be-

Many people who -
like to have pleturesque old fumiture and
curios around them cannot afford to pay
the high rate of prices charged for orlgt-
nals, and they are content i take imiia-
tiona, which can be had at o mparatively
lttle expense. One dealer, whao, owlng 1:1
the difference in price, sells a dogen reg
ductions to one antlque now,

M-

says that the
business 18 perfoctly legitimate: if the re-

production is made like the ariginal, and
sold as such, no harm is done, and the
purchaser gets what he wants at a low

price. Reproductions of rare pleces of an-
tigue furniture can be honestly made and
sold just as coples of favorite ofl padntings
are reproduced and sold. The dishonesis i
when the dealer tries to scll the r produe-
tion as an original. Poplar, bass and white
maple are the woods ordinarily used for
the manufacture of false antiques: but ve
neers of these woods are too soft for the
completion of certain classes of goods. It
is a common practice to make the base or
core for the work of some light wood,
such as pine, over which, is laid a veneer
of oak, birch or mahogany or other hard
wood, This gives an article which, while
being to all intents and purposes a plece
of hardwood furniture, weighs much less
than the original, and will not warp or
twist. Still another style s made from the
waste products of the saw mill. The stuff
Is reduced to a pulp, and pressed into
sheets under such an enormous pressure
that warping is effectually prevented.
From one base may be made all kinds of
furniture, mahogany, oak, rosewood, wal-
nut or even ebony. A great deal of the
“aging” is done In the rear of the dusty,
dingy shop in which curlos of this class
are usually eold. A regular apparatus is
employed for the purpose, the object of
which is the alternate application of steam
and hot air. The sldes and back of the
apparatus are of brick, the top is of sheet
iron, and the base is of wood. There 1= a
second slatted bottom, on which to stand
the plece of furniture. Plpes are used
carry steam or hot alr, as the case may
be, into the chamber. After the furnlture
has been steamed for, say, twenty minutes,
hot alr is let in, and this treatment 1= re-
peated untll the preparation of the wood
for sizing, fllling or priming & completed.
After the article has been removed from
the oven it receives its finishing touches.
What these are to be depends on clrcum-
stances. The metal work i= soim tarnished
by exposure to dampness, and the wood-
work rapidly collects dust.
o ame -

e Unwelcome Shopper,
From the Chicsgo Raecord.

First Clerk—"What a tiresome customer
that woman is!”

Second Clerk—“Yes; she always knows
what she wants, and she won't take anye

thing else.



